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Amateur Radio High-Altitude
Balloons for Education

Joanne Michael, KM6BWB

Thursday, October 2, 2025
in-person at Hesse Park and via Zoom

(We kindly ask members at Hesse Park to wear their
club badge; visitors are always welcome too.)

Hesse Park room opens at 6:45 pm;
Zoom online room opens at 7:10 pm

Optional pre-meeting no-host dinner with our
speaker at the Red Onion Restaurant, 736 Bart
Earle Way, Rolling Hills Estates—be in the lobby
by 5:15 pm to be seated with our group.

Also this month...
Saturday, October 11, 10:00 am-Noon

PVARC HF Enthusiasts Group meets in the
Palos Verdes Library Conference Room

Wednesday, October 22, 8:00-9:00 pm
PVARC VHF/UHF Enthusiasts Group via Zoom
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Upcoming PVARC meeting speakers

Our October 2" hybrid meeting features Joanne Michael, KM6BWB, of Culver City speaking
from Hesse Park about High-Altitude Amateur Radio Balloons and their educational uses. Joanne
has taught K-6 grades in public and private Los Angeles-area schools for which she has launched
balloons with ham radio transmitters. She currently is an upper-school inSTED (innovation,
science, technology, engineering, and design) teacher at the private John Thomas Dye School in
Bel Air. Joanne previously taught science classes in the Wiseburn and Manhattan Beach Unified
School Districts.

Joanne spoke at our club’s December 2018 Holiday Dinner and this October 2™ will be with us at
the Red Onion Restaurant in Rolling Hills Estates for a pre-meeting dinner. All PVARC members
are welcome at Red Onion but you need to be in the restaurant lobby by 5:15 pm to be assured a
seat at our table(s).

The PVARC’s November 6" monthly meeting at Hesse Park and via Zoom has a highly-
informative new presentation by fellow member and DMR (Digital Mobile Radio) expert Kirk
Beasley, KN6UMV. He'll be showing how to set-up, program, and utilize DMR’s many capabilities
such as the Brandmeister network to make nationwide/worldwide contacts on VHF/UHF DMR. At
our April 2024 monthly meeting Kirk gave an excellent overview on DMR which he subsequently
presented to four other L.A.-area amateur radio clubs.

On December 11 (2" Thursday) it’s time for our annual PVARC Holiday “After”’-Dinner event via
Zoom in lieu of a traditional holiday dinner. Come to your computer or tablet with optional dessert
and beverage (holiday attire/cheer also welcome) for another light-hearted look at amateur radio
along with a brief overview of the PVARC’s 2025 activities, and most-importantly: our annual
holiday “door prizes.” Every “After’-Dinner attendee has a free equal entry in the prize drawings.®

A slightly different look for your QRO newsletter...
Two factors are behind this month’s QRO having a different appearance from recent issues.

First, this month’s issue was created entirely in Microsoft PowerPoint, replacing our high-end,
complex publishing software from the U.K. that started experiencing quirky behavior requiring
re-work. But the second factor is more important: ensuring continuity. PowerPoint is widely
found on most Windows/Mac computers which could enable another PVARC member to
create future QRO issues if necessary. Two of our Board members will now keep a native
PowerPoint file of the latest QRO for someone to use as a template in building a new issue.

We used PowerPoint to create QRO from December 2010 to January 2016, then switched to
Microsoft Publisher (a Windows-only publishing software with some shortcomings) until
February 2022. Microsoft has announced Publisher will reach its end-of-life in October 2026,
no longer functioning after that date nor included with Microsoft 365 or Microsoft Office.®

4 FRONT PAGE PHOTO: Time-exposure photo by AI6DF of Pt. Vicente Lighthouse’s beam after dark
being refracted off mist particles--one of your QRO Editor’s favorite Pt. Vicente Lighthouse photos.
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PVARC'’s
September 13,
2025, HF
Enthusiasts
Group meeting
at the Palos
Verdes Library.

PHOTO:
RAY DAY, N6HE

A great time had by all at our HF Enthusiasts Group meeting

The report from our September 13, 2025, HF Enthusiasts Group meeting indicated covering about
20 different subjects, with a lot of laughing and fun.

All PVARC members are welcome at these monthly meetings in the Palos Verdes Library’s
Conference Room (just inside the Library collections entrance). The next HFE meeting is
Saturday, October 11, from 10:00am to Noon.®

Get ready for contacting the costliest-ever ham radio DXpedition: with
a $1.7 million budget, they don’t want you to miss Bouvet Island

In February 2026 the 24-operator 3YOK DXpedition to Bouvet
Island—the world’'s most remote uninhabited island and 10th most-
wanted DX entity—will give DXers a 2" chance for contacts. With
a $1.7 million budget it is also the costliest ham DXpedition ever.

A 13-operator DXpedition (3YOJ) to Bouvet in February 2023
with a $715,000 budget was cut short due to safety and other
issues after making only 18,833 QSOs representing 8,608 unique
hams worldwide. This resulted in each QSO costing $38 vs.
$4-$8 apiece in other “Southern Oceans” DXpeditions.

Besides 3YOK having an operator team nearly twice as large as
3YOJ the 2026 DXpedition will use a much larger ship with a -
helicopter to bring equipment and people onto the island. For more GLOBE IMAGE:
Info visit https://3yOk.com/#bouvet-island .® e



https://3y0k.com/
https://3y0k.com/
https://3y0k.com/
https://3y0k.com/
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Where are multi-operator DXpeditions in the month ahead?

Multi-operator DXpeditions--plotted on an Azimuth map with Los Angeles as center—will be on-air
more hours, on more bands and modes, plus have more radio equipment than any single operator
could handle. There are many single-op DXpeditions too with good intentions...but limitations.®

OCTOBER TO MID-NOVEMBER 2025 MULTI-OPERATOR DXPEDITIONS
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October to mid-November 2025 Multi-Operator DXpeditions (shown in red on map)

Call Sign DX Entity Dates Bands Modes Operators
VeD Weno Is. (Micronesia)  Sept. 22-Oct.6 “HF bands” Not stated 9 ops
VK9QO Christmas Island Oct. 3-7 80-6m CW, SSB, FT8 4 ops
JW7)J(\|/<\};\[I)VF VM, Svalbard Oct. 8-13 “HF + 6m” CWw, SSB, “Digital” 3 ops
E51MWA North Cook Is. Oct. 9-20 160-10m 777 6 ops
D2A Angola Oct. 17-28 160-6m CW, SSB, FT8, RTTY 10 ops
PleY Saba & St. Eustatius Oct. 17-29 160-6m CW, SSB, FT8 3+ ops
FW5K Wallis & Futuna ls. Oct. 20-Nov. 7 160-6m CW, SSB, FT8+ 6 ops

D 5R8TT Madagascar Oct. 29-Nov. 12 160-6m CW, SSB, FT8, RTTY 7 0ps |
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Some useful information about PVARC’s K6PV UHF repeater

The PVARC’s Hytera RD982i dual-mode analog/DMR repeater recently marked 672 years of
continuous service since its 2019 purchase. Our excitement resulted in extensive introductory
sessions and assistance to learn about DMR. But many PVARC members have joined us since then
and missed our DMR celebratory period.

At our November 2025 monthly meeting fellow member Kirk Beasley, KN6UMV, will illustrate what you
can do with DMR transceivers—and how to do it. In advance of that we're reprinting below from the
April 2019 QRO issue (with a few updates) some general information about K6PV’'s DMR repeater.

Additionally, in response to a suggestion made at PVARC'’s August VHF/UHF Enthusiasts Group
meeting, the K6PV repeater’s
operating mode restrictions are | K6PV repeater mode availability and restrictions
listed here:

K6PV is always in mixed-mode, listening to handle either analog
or DMR digital signals, except during these times (PST/PDT):

K6PV is locked into Analog-only mode during:
= Mondays, 6:50-7:15 pm (RPV’s Peninsula Volunteer Alert
Network nets)

= Tuesdays, 7:15-8:15 pm (PVARC weekly analog nets)

K6PV is locked into DMR-only mode during:
= Wednesdays, 7:15-8:15 pm (PVARC weekly DMR nets)

Hytera RD982i
Photo: . ) ] ]
https://www.hytera.com/products/rd982 Repeater “time-out” is after 3 minutes continuous

transmission, in compliance with FCC Part 97

K6PV DMR Repeater Information

Model: Hytera RD982i-U1, dual-mode DMR/analog with network connectivity

Purchased new by the Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Club, February 2019

Duplexer: Celwave 633-6A-2 six-cavity UHF duplexer, donated to PVARC by Gary Lopes, WAG6MEM
K6PV DMR fully operational: March 22, 2019

Repeater site: One of the higher points on the Palos Verdes Peninsula

DMR Network: Brandmeister (https://brandmeister.network/)

Radio settings: (in a DMR transceiver you will want both Analog and Digital channels)

Analog FM: 447.120 MHz, -5.0 MHz TX shift, Tone Squelch (a.k.a. Encode-Decode), PL 100.0.
Bandwidth is 25 kHz (single channel), i.e., “Wide FM”

Digital Mobile Radio (DMR): 447.120 MHz RX, 442.120 MHz TX, Color Code 1

Time Slot 1: For connecting to Dynamic Talk Groups such as Worldwide (91), North America (93) or
the Parrot radio test (9990);

Time Slot 2: PVARC Talk Group (TG 31060) or Local Talk Group (TG9)
Bandwidth is 12.5 kHz (two separate and simultaneous channel capability)



https://www.hytera.com/products/rd982
https://www.hytera.com/products/rd982
https://www.hytera.com/products/rd982
https://brandmeister.network/
https://brandmeister.network/
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PVARC’s 2025 membership roster

Our club membership list as of September 25, 2025, is shown below. See an error? Please let us

know. We’ll be updating our roster each month in QRO as additional members renew or join. R
AB6G K6NT KI6SUA KOG6CIA NZ6L
AB6SY K6SY KI6TEQ KO6CIK W2RGG
AB9A KeUU KIeYMD KO6DYV W6DLD
AC6RM K9BGC KJ6CAU KO6GRP WG6GEZ
AC6RM-XYL KA6JMR KJ6CBA KO6GRX WG6HIP
AC6RW KA6JWR KJ6LNR KOG6HFF W6HIP-XYL
AF6VT KAG6LJR KJ6VWN KO6HTQ W6JLK
AI6DF KA6MJR KJ6WZE KO6ICW W6KCV
AI6GP KA6ZTO KJ6YCM KOG6JKT W6KCV-XYL
AJ6HZ KB9ENS KJ6ZPQ KO6RC W60Q
AK6CZ KC6NNV KK6KCH KO6S W6PBH
AK6KF KC6REZ KK6TXN KO6ZC WG6QR
KoMZ KD6ZW) KK6VvYU KQ4ZHE We6YBW
K1DFO KE6GFR KMG6ATI NG6AA WAGAJC
K5LAX KE6JPM KM6EMF N6CCD WAG6AJC-son
K6BRN KE6PMN KM6LGU N6HE WAGLKV
K6DAH KE6SGP KM6LGX N6HMR WAG6MEM
K6DKC KE6WWE KM6OPE N6HMS WAG6NSR
K6DKC-XYL KF6MYQ KM6QVX N6KK WA6WV
K6DMO KF6VTN KM6QXC N6KN WB6ZJD
K6DSG KG6BNN KM6YGS N6MDC WD6Y
K6EXY KG6BPH KN6FYW N6MN WG6E
K6JPW KG6RH KN6QHJ N6NNW WW6e6WW
K6eJW KIGEAI KN6UMQ N6ZHR
K6JW-XYL KI6GUY KN6UMV NA6Q
K6KSY KI6HQX KN6WVP NA6Z
K6LCN KI6LJM KN6YDX NG6R
K6LH KI6RRD KN6YSJ NT6DX
K6MU KI6SPA KO6BDV NT6E
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Become an ARRL member:
support amateur radio while
increasing your learning

Please join the American Radio Relay
League (ARRL) if not already a member.
The ARRL is the only national organization
representing amateur radio and has
another significance for the PVARC: We
receive benefits from being an ARRL-
affiliated club, which requires that at least
51% of club members be ARRL members.

Annual ARRL membership costs $59 and
includes digital access to all four ARRL
periodicals (QST magazine, On The Air
magazine, National Contest Journal, and
QEX magazine focusing on advanced
technical topics.) Subscriptions to printed
copies of ARRL publications are available
at additional charge.

All ARRL members can access numerous
web-based materials, ARRL staff, and
assistance with ham radio issues. Visit:
www.arrl.org/. B

Need a PVARC badge?

If you would like a new or replacement
engraved PVARC badge contact Gary
Lopes at wabmem@cox.net and he will
make arrangements for your badge.
Badges normally cost $13 but currently
are free to new members and any existing
members needing a replacement. &

These PVARC badges are ready for pick-
up at upcoming monthly meetings:

K@MZ (with crossed zero)
K6LCN

KJ6LNR

KJ6ZPQ

KM60OPE

KN6QHJ

KOG6CIK

KOGJKT

KOBGC

W6QR

PVARC upcoming events

¢ PVARC hybrid monthly meetings online via
Zoom and in-person at Hesse Park as
announced

15t Thursday, 7:30-9:15 pm, except Aug. and Dec.

* PVARC HF Enthusiasts Group meetings in-

person at Palos Verdes Library: 2"¢ Saturdays,
10:00am-Noon

¢ PVARC VHF/UHF Enthusiasts Group meetings
via Zoom: 4" Wednesdays, 8:00-9:00 pm

e Walt Ordway K1DFO Technician and General
amateur radio license classes at Hesse Park
Saturdays, Nov. 1 and 8, 2025; 9:30 am to 5:00
pm; Exams, Nov. 15, 10 am-Noon

* Prepared Peninsula Expo:

Sunday, October 26, 2025, 10 am-1 pm at Palos
Verdes Peninsula High School, 27118 Silver Spur,
Rolling Hills Estates. PVARC is exhibiting with
other emcomm groups, cities, and agencies.

e PVARC 2025 Holiday “After”’-Dinner event via
Zoom, Dec. 11, 7:30 pm

* PVARC nets, K6PV repeater - 447.120 MHz

Analog FM: Tuesdays, 7:30-7:50 pm, Tone
Squelch (CTCSS), PL 100.0; 2-meter crosslink for
Palos Verdes westside, 144.910 MHz simplex,
Tone Squelch (CTCSS), PL 156.7

Digital DMR: Wednesdays, 7:30-8:00 pm;
RXon 447.120, TX on 442.120; Color Code 1, Time
Slot 2, Talk Group 31060

Non-PVARC Events of Note:

» W6TRW Swap Meet, last Saturday each
month, 7:00-11:30 am. Northrop Grumman
parking lots, Aviation Blvd./Marine Ave., North
Redondo Beach. VE testing in Building S-2 at
10:00 am.

* Pacificon (ARRL Pacific Division Convention),
Oct. 10-12, 2025. San Ramon Marriott, San
Ramon, CA https://www.pacificon.org/home
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Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Club
An American Radio Relay League Affiliated Club

Board of Directors:

President: Diana Feinberg, AIGDF
Vice President: Ray Day, N6HE
Treasurer: Don Putnick, NAGZ
Secretary: Ron Wagner, AC6RW
Directors: Clay Davis, ABOA

Gary Lopes, WAGMEM
Past Vice President: Bob Sylvest, AB6SY

Appointed Offices:

QRO Editor: Diana Feinberg, AIGDF
K6PV QSL Manager:  Jeff Wolf, K6JW
K6PV Trustee: Mel Hughes, K6SY
LAACARC Delegate: Jeff Wolf, K6JW
About Us... VE Coordinator:g Dave Scholler, KG6BPH
Welcome to the Palos Verdes VE ARRL Liaison: Jerry Shaw, KIGRRD
Amateur Radio Club, K6PV. Net Control Operators: Rick Heaston, KG6RH; Ron
Wagner, AC6RW; Dale Hanks, N6NNW; Dave Turner,
Founded in 1975, today our 139 KM6LGX; Steve Wakisaka, KN6YDX; David Salazar,
members hail from every city in Los KEGGFR; Jerry Shaw, KIGRRD; Gary Lopes, WAGMEM;
Angeles County’s South Bay Mike Leyba, KK6KCH; Kel Vanderlip, W6KCV
region...and beyond.
_ . Contact us:
Our club fosters diverse ham radio QRO Editor: 310-544-2917, ai6df@arrl.net
interests including public service, Email: pvarc90274@gmail.com
DXing, contesting, digital modes, Website: www.k6pv.org
and electronic experimentation. Postal Address:
. Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Club
We also teach license classes several PO Box 2316
times annually and gladly assist Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274-8316
newer hams in understanding
amateur radio technology or Repeaters (Open, though often listed as “Closed”):
procedures. PVARC: K6PV, 447.120 MHz

Analog FM: (-), PL 100.0, CTCSS

Digital DMR: 447.120 MHz (RX); 442.120 MHz (TX)

Talkgroup 31060, Color Code 1, Time Slot 2
“PV-West”: W6MTA, 449.980 MHz (-), PL 173.8, CTCSS

Many PVARC members serve in the
government-affiliated disaster
amateur radio groups for the South
Bay’s cities and Los Angeles

County. We also provide public
service communication at no charge
to sponsors of community and
running events.

Club badges: Gary Lopes, WAGMEM, wa6mem@cox.net
Club jackets or patches: Dave Scholler, KG6BPH, 310-
373-8166

No matter where you are along your QRO is published monthly by the Palos Verdes Amateur
ham radio journey you are welcome Radio Club, ©2025, all rights reserved. For permission to
as a PVARC member. B reprint please contact PVARC at: pvarc90274@gmail.com
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Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Club (K6PV) Calendar of Events
October 2025

California
QSO Party
Contest ends
at 3:00 pm
PDT

12 13

19 20

26 27

PVARC at
Prepared
Peninsula
Expo, PV
Peninsula
HS, 10am-
1pm

PVARC
K6PV analog
FM net,
7:30pm

14

PVARC
K6PV analog
FM net,
7:30pm

21

PVARC
K6PV analog
FM net,
7:30pm

28

PVARC
K6PV analog
FM net,
7:30pm

PVARC
K6PV DMR
net, 7:30pm

8

PVARC
K6PV DMR
net, 7:30pm

15

PVARC
K6PV DMR
net, 7:30pm

22

DMR net,
7:30pm;
PVARC
VHF/UHF
Enthusiasts
meet on
Zoom, 8-9pm

29

PVARC
K6PV DMR
net, 7:30pm

PVARC
monthly
meeting at
Hesse Park
& via Zoom,
7:30-9:15pm

9

16

Great
California
ShakeOut
exercise,
10:16am

23

30

10

17

24

31

California
QSO Party
Contest
starts at 9:00
am PDT

11

PVARC HF
Enthusiasts
Group meets,
PV Library,
10am-Noon

18

25

W6TRW
Swap Meet at
Northrop
Grumman,
7:00-11:30

am
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Free Amateur Radio (HAM) Training Courses

Two Free Amateur Radio Courses

November 1 and November 8, 2025
Technician Class License (entry level) 9:30 AM to 1:15 PM both Saturdays (bring your own lunch)
General Class License 1:30 PM to 5:00 PM both Saturdays

The FCC tests will be 10:00 AM to noon on November 15, 2025
Whether for emergency communication, communicating around the world, or learning a bit abo
electronics, there’s nothing else like amateur radio (also known as “ham radio”). Amateur radis
operators have long provided communications “when all else fails” during disasters. With a shc¢
course they can join over 710,000 men, women, and children in the United States from all walks
life who are license to operate ham radios. At the start of the Technician license course, a memt
of the Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Club will give a 30-minute presentation on what ham radio is

about and what the many benefits of being a “ham” are.

The class location is: Fred Hesse Community Park, 29301 Hawthorne Blvd., Rancho Palos Verde

CA 90275. Confirm your attendance to Walt, KIDFO at ! "#§%&" 1" (D) *+" - . %+

Walt charges no fee for either/both course(s). Taking the FCC test is $15. After passing the Technician test

the FCC will send you an e -mail for paying its $35 license fee and then they will assign you your amateur
radio call sign and youOre good to go!

Optional Materials (sold at cost) Gordon West books with all the FCC test questions, $30 for the Technician and $33 1

the General. Paper copy of Walt’s class Power Point charts: $30 for the Technician and $28 for the General.

Everyone who obtains their first or upgraded ham radio license through a PVARC VE test session will receive a fre¢
membership in the Palos Verdes Amateur Radio Club for the remainder of the current calendar year (or the next calen

year if test is passed in November).

For courses sponsored by the P VARC, students through grade 12 who pass their examination at a PVARC




